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Our Next Mid-week, Lunchtime Jazz: 

Featuring  

See Page 3   

Once again, Jug A Lug entertained Sydney Jazz Club with songs 

to dance to, tap your feet to and sing along to. 

The show finished with encores.  Marcus Holden on his Strovi-

ol provided the jazz improvisations but we enjoyed a good 

number of bass solos by Stan Valacos—some of which were 

bowed.  That was both unusual and enjoyable. 

Dan Barnard’s percussion solos were spectacular. 

The band leader, Stewart Binstead, and vocalist Phil Donnison 

made up the rest of the rhythm section and Phil’s vocals and 

jokes kept us smiling and singing along.  I was particularly in-

spired by the improvised lyrics of “It had to be You”. 

It is hard to classify Jug A Lug.  They are advertised as a Gypsey 

Jazz group and I suppose that fits.  Their music is directed at 

the audience and draws participation by dancers and wannabe

-singers.  Whatever we decide to call them, Jug A Lug was 

worth being there for.  Here is a clip to remind you of Jug A 

Lug at Sydney Jazz Club. 

February Mid-Week Jazz Review: Jug A Lug 

Struggling with Jazz Genres?  What is it you are listening to? There are some wonderful and mysterious names 

given to music with “jazz” as the common term.  Jazz  is a diverse genre originating in the early 20th century, evolving from 

blues and ragtime into numerous styles based on improvisation, syncopated rhythms, and, notably, "hot" (high-energy) or 

"cool" (relaxed) approaches. Major genres include Dixieland, Swing, Bebop, Cool Jazz, Hard Bop, Modal, Free Jazz, and Fusion, 

reflecting a progression from dance music to complex art.   see this link for a long list.   

ISSN: 2208-8261 Print Post: 100004554 
Patron: Bill Haesler OAM  

https://youtu.be/QbA2ZDDxh34
https://youtu.be/QbA2ZDDxh34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_jazz_genres
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The President’s Report  SJC President, Ian McAllister 

March 2026 

Monthly Gig 

Last month we had Jug A Lug play at the Freeway Hotel. Great 
jazz coupled with their particular sense of levity! Unfortunate-
ly I was notable to stay for the full time but I hope that those 
who attended had a great afternoon 

Come along and listen and dance to more great music on 
Wednesday 11th March where we will have Bob Henderson’s 
Jazz Band with vocals by Joy Yates. Bring your friends, enjoy 
great food and atmosphere and help support live jazz in Syd-
ney. 

See elsewhere in this newsletter for full details. 

Members Lucky Draw 

We started our monthly membership draw at last month’s gig. 

Since the lucky (or perhaps we should call them unlucky) 
member was not present the draw on 11 March will jackpot 
by $20. Remember that you have to be present win. If the 
member is not present, the amount of the draw will snowball 
all each month by $20 until won. I encourage you to come 
along to our gigs and help support live jazz AND possibly win 
some extra cash!!  
Please support your club, come along to our functions and 
bring your friends along as well. Encourage them also to join 
the SJC.  

In the meantime, Enjoy Life “and All That Jazz”  

Ian McAllister 
SJC President  

Membership of Sydney Jazz Club  

Give a gift to a friend—membership of Sydney Jazz Club—discounts on entry fees, monthly newsletter, voting 

rights and Great Jazz every month.  Use this QR Code or go to  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/ 

 

 

Welcome to new members—12 since 1 February 2026! 

Classifieds 

For Sale, jazz books and CDs  

Contact Simon Prior 

sipri66648@gmail.com 

 

Jean-Claude Ferrier  16-Feb-26 Affiliate Newport Beach 3148A 

Alison Ferrier  16-Feb-26 Ordinary Newport Beach 3148 

A good crowd at the Freeway for Jug A Lug 

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/
mailto:sipri66648@gmail.com


3       

 

Sydney Jazz Club Mid Week Jazz at the Freeway Hotel 

$20 non-members, $15 for SJC members, pay as you enter.   

The Freeway Hotel has great facilities including a large dance floor / extensive food menu, and free under-cover parking.    

For the convenience of our members and guests travelling by train, the hotel will provide a free small coach pick up service 

from the shops side of Artarmon Station—in the Kiss and Drop zone at the Chatswood end of the station - every 10 / 15 

minutes from 11.30 - 12.30 and return from 3.30 - 4.00. 

Come along and listen to the wonderful jazz. 

Table bookings are not permitted 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB PRESENTS:  

Wednesday, 11 March 2026,  12:30 to 3:30 pm, Freeway Hotel, Artarmon. 

Bob Henderson Jazz Band 
Acclaimed trumpeter Bob Hender-
son leads the band. 

Bob’s career spans decades, from 
early days playing with the legend-
ary Daly-Wilson Big Band and 
guesting alongside former mem-
bers of the Glenn Miller Orchestra. 
His rich experience and unmistaka-
ble sound make him one of Aus-
tralia’s leading jazz trumpeters. 

Joy Yates. Born in New Zea-
land of Maori / European 
origin, Joy has been singing all 
her life. Jazz singer and per-
formance teacher extraordi-
naire, her career spans five 
decades and several conti-
nents, garnering broad inter-
national credentials in concert, television, recording. and jazz 
vocal performance education. 

Lawrie Thompson, jazz drum-
mer. Lawrie has played with he 
greats of Australian jazz and is a 
popular regular at Sydney Jazz 
Club.  He has toured widely with 
Bob Barnard and others.  He 
moved to Sydney from Mel-
bourne and joined Bob Barnard’s 
band in 1963.  Lawrie played 
with Graeme Bell for many years.  

David Seidel has worked as a musician since graduating BEd 
Music in 1975. Taught music in High School in SA for 4 years, 
then lectured in jazz and Music Ed at SACAE (now University 
of Adelaide). As music professional he played guitar, electric 

bass and double bass on numerous recordings, tours and per-
formances including collabora-
tions with the ABC, Adelaide 
Symphony Orchestra, Del 
Shannon, Rod McKuen, Cilla 
Black, Ricky May, Barry Hum-
phries to name a few. Backed 
international jazz artists in-
cluding Buddy Tate, Al Cohn, 
Urbie Green, Mickey Tucker, 
Mundell Lowe and Lee Konitz. 
Since moving to Sydney in 
1987 has worked with top 
Australian jazz artists including Col Nolan, Tom Baker, Bob 
Barnard, George Washingmachine, Bob Gebert, Bob Hender-
son, Peter Locke and many others. 

David MacRae is a New Zealand keyboardist, noted for his 
contributions in jazz and jazz rock, and his collaborations with 
musicians from the Canterbury scene. MacRae studied at 
the New South Wales Conservatorium of Music and then 
worked in Australia in the 1960s as an arranger for Festival 
Records. He moved to the United States in 1969, playing 
with experimental groups in Los Angeles before joining Buddy 
Rich’s ensemble in 1970. He relocated to London in 1971, 
working that year with jazz musicians Clark Terry, Chet 
Baker, Jon Hendricks and Gil Evans.  He returned to Australia 
in 1984. With Joy Yates as part of The Dave MacRae Trio he 
recorded several albums including Midnight Blue, a collection 
of classic jazz and 
contemporary 
standards, and an 
album of Billie Holi-
day tracks on Songs 
From Lady Day 
“Lady Day at Emer-
son’s Bar and Grill”. 

Dave MacRae tutors 
at the Australian 
Institute of Music. 
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Sydney Jazz Club Committee needs some help: contributions to our newsletter.  Photos of our gigs and oth-

ers attended, stories of our favourite jazz musicians, and memories.  We would be very happy for someone to take a few pho-

tos of our members at our mid-week gigs, or send us a photo of your table enjoying the music. Write a review of our bands 

and the gigs you attend and tell us of other Jazz news you hear about—gigs, people, events, history. 

Jazz Festivals—an incomplete list. 

Vivien has been researching jazz festivals and so far has come up with the following (including a couple already done and dust-

ed): 

Kiama Jazz and Blues Festival cancelled for 2026.  Hoping to be back in 2027. 

Port Fairy Jazz Festival: Sat 14 Feb at Port Fairy VIC 3284, Australia Joining a huge lineup for a great weekend of entertain-

ment! Riverboats Music Festival, Euchuca 13-15 Feb  Location: Aquatic Reserve, Heygarth Street, Echuca, VIC. 

Clarence Jazz Festival (Tasmania): February 19–22, 2026, featuring four days of live music at Rosny Farm. 

Girrakool Blues 2026—Free Festival at The Entrance this weekend 27 February to 1 March 2026. 

Geelong Jazz Festival  Sat 14—Sun 15 Mar at Piano Bar Geelong, 90-92 Little Malop St, Geelong VIC 3220, Australia.  The brand 

new Geelong Jazz Festival - over 30 bands across 5 venues over two days! Shirazz joins an impressive lineup in what promises 

to be a great festival! 

Generations in Jazz (Mt Gambier, SA): May 1–3, 2026, focusing on youth competitions, workshops, and guest artists. 

Newport Jazz Festival (Victoria): May 2–3, 2026, featuring over 40 bands across the Newport cultural precinct. 

Merimbula Jazz Festival (NSW): June 2026 (typically June long weekend), featuring a mix of jazz styles, including swing and 

traditional. 

Winter Blues Festival at Echuca last weekend in 23-26 July 

Inverloch Jazz Festival (Victoria): July 31 – August 2, 2026, featuring over 40 bands and 150 artists. 

Noosa Jazz Festival Aug 28 to Sept 6 

Manly Jazz Festival (Sydney, NSW): September 18–20, 2026, held at Manly Beach. 

Australian Jazz Convention (Dubbo, NSW): December 26–31, 2026, the 80th anniversary of the event.  

A visit to the Lord Dudley 

I went with partner and friends to the Lord Dudley (in Pad-

dington or Woollahra depending on which map you use) on a 

Sunday afternoon fo hear Stephen Washington Trio.  Unfortu-

nately, the trio does not re-start until 1 March.  Stephen (AKA 

George Washingmachine) was there alone with guitar and 

microphone. 

The lord Dudley really jumps on Sunday afternoon with full 

bars and people on the street, but parking was easy.  We 

could not get near the bar where Stephen was playing at 4 pm 

so had an early dinner in another room and went back into 

the front bar at about 6:15. 

What a showman and entertainer he is.  I could not throw a 

song at him that he could not sing and play—blues mostly. 

George’s Trio will start again on 1 March 2026, 4 pm to 7 pm, 

which is great for people like me who don’t want to be out 

late and don’t mind an early dinner on Sundays - and love  

 

cool jazz. 

Stephen Washington, David Seidel and Barney Wakeford 

make up the trio. 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DSHIOsCD4h3/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F118lm.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAVYAAI3XrnwAAc600yoAA_SBwqMAAYKK4_cAoegxADN1qABpiSOWRNPvmuilQRaeLhPGEOx72AAu1FI%2F1%2FsdRnFKo6XheTHx4E5tUx1Q%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20uYXUvbWFwcz9xPVBvcnQlMjBGYWlye
https://www.google.com/search?q=Clarence+Jazz+Festival&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZQ
https://girrakoolblues.com.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F118lm.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAVYAAI3XrnwAAc600yoAA_SBwqMAAYKK4_cAoegxADN1qABpiSOWRNPvmuilQRaeLhPGEOx72AAu1FI%2F3%2FBV0V9r_Qp5BDl0q70hB04w%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20uYXUvbWFwcz9xPVBpYW5vJTIwQmFyJ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Generations+in+Jazz&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZQHzE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Newport+Jazz+Festival&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZQH
https://www.google.com/search?q=Merimbula+Jazz+Festival&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Inverloch+Jazz+Festival&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Manly+Jazz+Festival&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwGHTZQHzE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Australian+Jazz+Convention&sca_esv=fcb4727fba182473&sxsrf=ANbL-n4-w-XVHcp3gU44xNjZHJyCtfbn1Q%3A1771212288191&source=hp&ei=AI6SaeD3CZiOseMP-tPvyAY&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZKcEHCA5tIenllgqE6FxpeFw3thyV42&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcT_h92SAxUUTmwG
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The AI Guide to Jazz In Australia in 1925. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ DƻƻƎƭŜ !L 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ WŀȊȊ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ мфнрΦ  млм ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 

Lƴ мфнрΣ ƧŀȊȊ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴƻǾŜƭǘȅ 

ϦǊŀƎǝƳŜϦ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŬǊƳƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƎŜƴǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛπ

Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ  

Jazz in Australia was booming as a popular, dance-focused 

genre heavily influenced by American trends.  1925 is recog-

nized as the year jazz was first recorded on disc in Australia. 

Significant recordings included Ray Tellier's San Francisco Or-

chestra, which cut tracks like "I Want To Be Happy" and "Yes 

Sir That’s My Baby". 

The scene was heavily driven by American "hot dance" music, 

with the Palais Royal in Sydney a major hub, featuring popular 

white American bands  such as Frank Ellis and his Californi-

ans .  1925 also saw the rise of hot dance music in local ven-

ues. Events like "Jazz Frolics" were held in local communities, 

featuring revues and modern dance arrangements. 

While Mastertouch piano rolls were available earlier, 1925 

marked a significant start for local disc recordings of jazz in 

Australia, with electrical recording technologies improving 

quality by 1926 and so the music of Australian bands became 

readily available.   

As in America, Jazz was often seen as "exotic" and sometimes 

criticized by conservative elements as a "Negroid" or 

"barbaric" trend. The music faced backlash from conservative 

elements; the Melbourne Age famously described the "jazz 

vogue" as "sheer barbarism" due to its perceived African-

American origins, yet Jazz remained wildly popular in dance 

halls   

Some Notable Artists in 1925: 

Ray Tellier's San Francisco Orchestra: One of the most promi-

nent groups recording and performing in Melbourne during 

this year. 

Ralton's Havana Band: Recorded a rare shellac-on-cardboard 

disc in Melbourne in mid-1925. 

Buddy Rich: The legendary drummer toured the Australian 

vaudeville circuit as a child prodigy (aged six) for 18 months 

starting in 1925. 

Other notable early performers active in this era included 

Frank Coughlan and Al Hammett and his Ambassadors Or-

chestra.  

The definitive history of this era is found in Australian Jazz on 

Record, 1925–80 by Jack Mitchell, which catalogues the be-

ginnings of the recording industry in Australia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

²ƘƛƭŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜτ9Ǌƴ tŜǩŦŜǊΦ  L ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ WŀȊȊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфолǎ ŀƴŘ 9Ǌƴ ƎŜǘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŬƴŘΣ ōǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀȊȊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ !Wa ƛǎΦ 

Visit the Australian Jazz Museum. 

Founded in 1996 as the Victorian Jazz Archive (VJA), the 

Australian Jazz Museum (AJM) came about from the 

strongly voiced desire to preserve Australia’s jazz herit-

age, and for it to be readily accessible to musicians, col-

lectors, donors and others throughout Australia. 

In 2003 VJA was accredited as a Museum by Museums 

Australia (Victoria).  In 2014 the VJA changed its name 

to Australian Jazz Museum – to reflect the Museum’s 

Australia-wide mission, collection and membership.   

The Patron of the Australian Jazz Museum is James Mor-

rison AM. 

!ƭ IŀƳƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ 5ŜŎŜƳπ

ōŜǊ мрǘƘ мфнс 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry0ryhqin2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry0ryhqin2o
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/63711581
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tC26D-Kfmsg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_Rich
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAePf7fB9_k&list=RDlAePf7fB9_k&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cO6IEMrLRpw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cO6IEMrLRpw
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/1804897
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/1804897
https://www.ajm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AJAZZ-80-Nov-2018.pdf
https://www.ajm.org.au/?page_id=1620
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Traditional Jazz Is Alive and well and still 

feeding its children, even the delinquents 

among them. 

Trad jazz (traditional New Orleans jazz) continues to survive 

because it is a foundational, timeless, and participatory art 

form that resonates beyond its original era due to its joyful 

energy and deep, danceable roots. Despite being declared dead 

in the 1960s with the rise of rock 'n' roll, the music has re-

mained a consistent "underground" genre supported by dedi-

cated fans and clubs.  

Rather than dying out, trad jazz moved into dedicated clubs 

and venues, surviving as a base line musical tradition that has 

not required significant changes to remain popular.  Survival 

was often driven by small, grassroots actions—local bands, 

dedicated jazz clubs, and fans supporting music in their own 

communities.  Over the years, because of these communities, 

Trad jazz has shown a pattern of being rediscovered by new 

generations, such as the 1940s West Coast revival and the 

British Trad boom of the late 1950s/early 1960s.   

Trad jazz is deeply embedded in the DNA of popular music, 

with its influence extending to early rock 'n' roll, as seen in the 

music of The Who and other British Invasion bands.  aȅ ŘŀǳƎƘπ

ǘŜǊ-ƛƴ-ƭŀǿ ǘƻƻƪ ƎǊŀƴŘ-ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 9Ř {ƘŜŜǊŀƴ ŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄπ

ǇŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 

ǇǊƻƭƛŬŎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƻƴƭȅ ŀ  άL L± ± Lέ ŎƘƻǊŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǎƻƴƎΦ  

{ƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ǊŀŘ ǊƻƻǘǎΦ  

Trad is described as having a "heady brilliance" that, once expe-

rienced, often leads to a lifelong appreciation.  I like plenty of 

modern music (jazz and pop) and the great songs do have this 

quality.  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘȅƳƴǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘτǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀǊŜ ǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ-

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ άIƻǿ DǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ !Ǌǘέ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ. 

Trad music supports story telling lyrics and so country and 

western music came into existence as a form of expression that 

connects to the human experience, allowing for spontaneous, 

joyful, and often communal performance.  

In Australia today there are many young musicians learning at 

school and in their bands which love the freedom of jazz.  They 

tend not to know much about Trad except as a history, but the 

tradition Trad created is carried on.  Unlike more cerebral, 

modern forms of jazz, traditional jazz is frequently described as 

"feel-good" music, providing a direct, unpretentious emotional 

experience. It is the sound of joy and freedom that many mod-

ern jazz genres can never attain. 

So Trad is attracting young musicians who are engaging with 

Trad music on their own terms.  There were several young play-

ers at Mildura for the Australian Jazz Convention. These new 

musicians are well trained, musically educated, and dedicated 

and they are realising that  the style of music of the 1920s to 

1950s is flexible enough to be incorporated into modern, di-

verse, and even avant-garde, contexts.  Increased attention 

from music education programs is helping to train a new gener-

ation of musicians eager to learn the traditional style. These 

days they can use a phone to record and release new music, so 

they will experiment, but that feeling of joy in music comes 

from Trad. 

So let us all rejoice:  Trad Jazz is a long way from being dead.  

Perhaps we are better off discarding the genre tags and looking 

at the music leading up to 1960 as the “Era of the Golden Age 

of music” and post 1960 as the beginning of the new age of 

music which is still maturing. 

Recent Jazz Headlines 

Wynton Marsalis to Step Down: The legendary trumpeter and 

founder of Jazz at Lincoln Center has announced he will step 

away from his role as artistic director in July 2027, marking the 

end of a 40-year tenure. 

68th Grammy Awards Results: Acclaimed pianist Sullivan Fort-

ner won Best Jazz Instrumental Album for {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ bƛƎƘǘǎ on 1 

February 2026. This is his third Grammy win. 

Grammy Hall of Fame 2026: New jazz-related inductions in-

clude Alice Coltrane and recordings by Ella Jenkins, alongside 

broader icons like 2Pac and Radiohead. The gala is set for 8 

May 2026. 

Jeff Goldblum Australian Tour: The actor and jazz pianist is 

bringing his Mildred Snitzer Orchestra to Australia for a multi-

city tour.  

Passing of Legends 

Ralph Towner (85): The influential guitarist and co-founder of 

the group Oregon died on 18 January 2026. He was known for 

his unique blend of jazz, classical, and world music. 

Ken Peplowski (66): The acclaimed jazz clarinettist and saxoph-

onist, credited with reviving the clarinet's prominence in mod-

ern jazz, passed away on 11 February 2026. 

Rebecca Kilgore (76): An elegant interpreter of the American 

Songbook, Kilgore died on 14 January 2026. 

And Robbie Mann informed us of the passing of Bill Boldison.  

See this place. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sullivan_Fortner
https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/9176602/jeff-goldblum-wicked-star-brings-jazz-tour-to-australian-cities/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Towner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Peplowski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Kilgore
https://www.facebook.com/groups/240342134460666/posts/1458566205971580/
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Member Door Draw: $40 

Marion Hawkins, Member number 3144, was not at the gig on 

11 February so the door draw has jackpotted to $40. 

Be There to Win It! 

11 March 2026: Bob Hender-
son with vocals by Joy Yates 

8 April 2026: Paul Furniss and 
Licorice Allsorts 

13 May 2026:  New Orleans 
Ramblers 

9 September 2026: Riverside 
Five 

What’s On at Sydney 
Jazz Club 

The Centre of jazz On the North Shore 

 

115 Reserve Rd, Artarmon 

Jazz on Radio www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Weekly Gig Guide (updated Tuesday afternoon 
each week). 

Please send us reviews and recommendations for jazz per-

formances.  Let’s publicise good jazz  and the musicians who 

play jazz.  Send your contributions to 

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au. 

Jazz Clubs Around Australia 

 Victorian Jazz Club next time you visit Melbourne.   

Canberra Jazz Club next time you are in the ACT 

Southern Jazz Club when in Adelaide 

WA Jazz Club next time you are in Perth 

Noosa Heads Jazz Club , The Gold Coast Jazz And 

Blues Club and the Gold Coast City Jazz Club 

if you go to Queensland 

In Tasmania, visit Hobart Jazz Club. 

Sunshine Coast Jazz Club on the way north in Qld 

Illawara Jazz Club On the way south. 

Ballarat Jazz Club Turns 40 

Peninsula (Mornington) Jazz Club 

 

Many Clubs offer reciprocal rights to SJC Members. 

Sydney Jazz Club on Facebook   

There is  information about gigs in Sydney and beyond on our 

Facebook Group Site..  Use the menu item on our Web site.   

Currently there are more than 2000 members of the  Group 

site and posts are appearing there about (mostly) jazz but for 

all kinds of music events in Sydney and Melbourne and as far 

away as Perth. 

Fifth Saturday at Sydney Jazz Club 
The Committee is working with the Freeway Hotel to  start a 

fifth Saturday of the month gig, targeting dancers.  The Free-

way has already committed to the first couple of opportuni-

ties in 2026, but watch for announcements of plans for  29 

August and 31st October as we hope to make this a regular 

SJC dance music event. 

Email Received  

Hi, 
 
Years ago I saw an 8 or 35mm film of the Brisbane Jazz 
Convention held in the mid 1970s. I was wondering if 
the club had a copy of that film and if so how I might 
obtain a copy. I was playing at that convention and fea-
ture briefly on the film. 
 
Stephen Howe 
 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ WŀȊȊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ōǳǘ 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǘΥ 
 ǎǘŜǇƘŜƴƘƻǿŜϪƭƛǾŜΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ 
 

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/jazz-on-radio/
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/gig-guide/
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.vjc.org.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
https://www.southernjazzclub.org.au/
https://www.jazzclubofwa.asn.au/
https://www.noosajazzclub.com/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
http://www.gccityjazzclub.com.au
https://hobartjazzclub.com/
https://sunshinecoastjazzclub.net.au
https://www.illawarrajazzclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1319669409958686&set=a.184723636786608
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057081444713
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
mailto:stephenhowe@live.com.au
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NEWCASTLE & HUNTER JAZZ CLUB INC  

Greg Englert Jazz Band 
Sunday 29 March 
 2pm—4:30 pm 

 
Wallsend Diggers Club, 5 Tyrrell St, Wallsend 

NSW 2287, Australia 

Buy Tickets Here 

Disclaimer: Neither the Editor nor Directors of the Sydney Jazz Club are responsible for the opinions expressed in this Newsletter other than 
their own. All material is copyright and may be reproduced providing the source and originator are acknowledged. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee 
 
President:                                                 Ian McAllister 
Vice-President & Special Functions:   — 
Treasurer :            Mary Armstrong 
Membership Secretary:                        Greg Ghavalas  
 

 
Secretary:    Caroline McAllister  
Publicity and Marketing:   Dennis Harris 
Magazine Editor:   Dennis Harris 
Web site and FaceBook Admin:  Dennis Harris 
Bands Coordinator:   Vivian Bowman  
The Gig Guide is prepared by  Hugo Pfandler 

Postal Address: Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd. 
                              P.O. Box 186, Broadway, NSW 2007 
Email Address: sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au 
 
Website:  www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Telephone:  0426 632 138.  

Banking details: forward payments to:  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd., St. George Bank    

           BSB: 112879  Acct No: 039622683 

Please clearly note your name (and member number if possi-

ble) and ask for advice of payment to be forwarded to:  

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

www.illawarrajazzclub.com  
Weekly Jazz Sessions held every Saturday at:  

Bar67, Collegians Woolongong 
 Illawarra Leagues Club Church Street, Wollongong  

Music from 2pm – 5pm (doors open 1pm) Admission to 
each band is $10* – pay at the door!   
 Illawarra Jazz Club |book  for details.   

 
7th March : Yuki Kumagai/John Mackie Quartet featuring 

Annick Gouw  
14th March: The Despicable Hombres  

21st March :Suzy & The Boomerz  
28th March: The Jive Bombers  

 

Sunday 1 March, 2 pm 
 
Eric Gibbon’s New Orle-

ans Ramblers  
Details 

 

Stephen Washington 

Lord Dudley Hotel 

Sundays, 4-7pm  

First floor in The 

Guinness Room.  

Unity Hall Hotel, Bal-

main, 3 pm to 6 pm  6:30 pm 

Bridge City Jazz Band 

 Sunday 8 March 2026, 1 pm. 

Canberra Southern Cross Club Lounge. 

https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/
https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/event-details/new-orleans-ramblers-and-friends-2
mailto:sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
http://www.illawarrajazzclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraJazzClub/events/?id=100064900501410&sk=events
https://www.jazzleague.net/
https://botanyviewhotel.com.au/
https://www.unityhallhotel.com.au/about-1
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/

