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Spend the afternoon on Australia Day, Monday 26 January 2026, on the Har-

bour with the music you love.  The Committee is working with Robbie Mann to 

put together a band, the boat is booked, tickets are available . 

BYO food but NOT Alcoholic drinks (available for pur-

chase on Board) 

See Page 7 

Sydney Jazz Club Magazine 

January 2025 

Our Next Mid-week, lunchtime Jazz: 

Jive Bombers 
See Page 3   

Chasing the Moon was our December entertain-
ment and what a wonderful show it was.  Led by 
Kathy Bluff with vocals and violin, we heard three 
hours of what I call “Cool Jazz” - my favourite form 
of jazz.  Lots of songs we knew, lots to keep the 
dancers moving and so much joy in the sound.  I 
took some video which is in a clip on You Tube 
Here.  We had many people confirm the popularity 
of the group and its music. 

Kathy Bluff on Violin and vocals,   

Paul Burjan on sax,   

John Blenkhorn on guitar,   

Garry Steel on piano accordion,  

Stan Valacos on bass and  

Mike Quigley on drums  

December Mid-Week Jazz Review: Chasing the Moon 

ISSN: 2208-8261 Print Post: 100004554 Patron: Bill Haesler OAM  
Happy New Year 

https://youtu.be/yuPK4jHt-nQ
https://youtu.be/yuPK4jHt-nQ
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The President’s Report  SJC President, Ian McAllister 

January 2026 

New Year of Jazz 

Welcome to our first magazine of 2026. 

Time certainly goes quickly when you enjoy life and good com-
pany. I hope that you and your family have had (still having) a 
great festive season. Caroline and I, fortunately, will spend 
some time in Indonesia on a small expedition ship visiting the 
outer Indonesian islands. We look forward to seeing you in the 
coming year of exciting live jazz and friendship within the SJC. 

Monthly Gig 

Last month we had Chasing The Moon play at the Freeway 
Hotel. Another Great jazz the band to finish off a year of ter-
rific jazz  

Come along and listen and dance to the great music from on 
Wednesday 14th January where we will have Jive Bombers 
play for us. Bring your friends, enjoy great food and atmos-
phere and help support live jazz in Sydney. 

 

 

Australia Day 2026 

We are still taking bookings for our Australia Day 2026 cele-
brations. Details and booking forms are included within this 
newsletter as well as on our website for either hard copy or 
electronic bookings. Seating, hence numbers, are limited so 
gather your friends and make a table booking as soon as you 
can.  

At the time of writing, we are down again on the numbers 
who have booked and I encourage members to gather their 
friends and make a great fun day celebrating all things Austral-
ian. Including great jazz of course!!    

I encourage you to bring your friends along to all our function 
and encourage them also to join the SJC.  

In the meantime,  

Enjoy Life “and All That Jazz”  

Ian McAllister 
SJC President  

Welcome to new members. 

Doug Collins of Punchbowl, Ken Cregan of Cheltenham, Emely Davidson of Urunga, Murray Godwin of Little Bay, Richard Kelly 

and Judy Casey of Greenwich, Joan Knorr of Thornleigh, David Milanese of Lidcombe, Don Stockbridge and Glenys Johnson of 

Beecroft. 

Jazz Workshop Australia 
Once again this year, Sydney Jazz Club is sponsoring a student from Jazz Workshop Australia to attend the JWA Summer Camp 
in Katoomba during January.  The Freeway Hotel has also contributed, so between us we are able to put up the full cost of 
attendance at the 4 day camp.   

This is a video taken at last year’s camp.   Then you will recall the fabulous payback from JWA when the Sydney Youth Jazz 
Orchestra came to the Freeway.   

Dr Saul Richardson, Principal of JWA writes: “This year’s recipient is Holly Davies, a bass player, aged 17.  She plays in a jazz 
combo at JWA. The sponsorship will cover her whole fee and will be very encouraging for Holly who is a really promising 
young player and a terrific person too.” 

SAUL RICHARDSON  

Saul Richardson, PhD, is Principal, owner, and co-founder at Jazz Wokshop Australia. He is a jazz educator, electric guitarist, 
and bassist. He specializes in jazz improvisation and performance pedagogy, especially for children and young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The 2025 JWA Summer Camp      Dr Saul Richardson 

https://jazzworkshopaustralia.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlO-TD8o8g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDeUkXOAhw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDeUkXOAhw4
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Sydney Jazz Club Mid Week Jazz at the Freeway Hotel 

$20 non-members, $15 for SJC members, pay as you enter.   

The Freeway Hotel has great facilities including a large dance floor / extensive food menu, and free under-cover parking.    

For the convenience of our members and guests travelling by train, the hotel will provide a free small coach pick up service 

from the shops side of Artarmon Station—in the Kiss and Drop zone to the Chatswood end of the station - every 10 / 15 

minutes from 11.30 - 12.30 and return from 3.30 - 4.00. 

Come along and listen to the wonderful jazz. 

Table bookings are not permitted 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB PRESENTS:  

Wednesday, 14 January 2026,  12:30 to 3:30 pm, Freeway Hotel, Artarmon. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee needs some help: contributions to our newsletter.  Photos of our gigs and others 

attended, stories of our favourite jazz musicians, and memories.  We would be very happy for someone to take a few photos of 

our members at our mid-week gigs, or send us a photo of your table enjoying the music. Any other Jazz news is also welcome. 

Membership of Sydney Jazz Club  

Give a gift to a friend—membership of Sydney Jazz Club—discounts on entry fees, monthly newsletter, voting 

rights and Great Jazz every month.  Use this QR Code or go to  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/ 

Jive Bombers 
Formed in 1985, the Jive Bombers 
have been performing constantly 
all around Australia at music festi-
vals, clubs and functions. They 
have won prestigious music awards 
for both jazz (APRA music awards 
2001) and rhythm & blues 
(Wintersun Festival 2002) and have 
gained praise as one of the finest 
bands in the country. With the re-
turn of Don Hopkins on piano/
vocals the Jive Bombers are back to 
their original line up, almost, and 
we now have Mark Roulston on 
double bass/vocals.  

 The band members have per-
formed and/or recorded with some 
of the world’s greatest artists in-

cluding The Beatles, Little Richard, Long John Baldry and many more.  Don Hopkins came second place at the International 
Blues Challenge in Memphis, 2012 competing against 84 other regional winners from around the globe in the solo/duo cate-
gory. The music ranges from swing, blues, rock n roll, boogie woogie, and latin. The band has released three CDs.   

On 14 January, the band will be Pete Morand on trumpet; Don Hopkins, piano/vocals, Dave Glyde on sax, Tony 
Georgeson,  drums/vocals and  Mark Roulston on double bass/vocals.  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/


4       

 

Freeway Shuttle on Saturdays. 

The Freeway Hotel Management has advised that the Shuttle 
Bus from and to Artarmon Station will be running on Satur-
days but you should book by calling the hotel. 

 

Legends you should know 

Margaret did not submit an article this month but she sent me 

a link to the Facebook site of Howard Levy, musician 

(harmonica, and other instruments).  There is some fasci-

nating looks into history that we will publicise with links in the 

coming months.  Here is the first one:  Lou Calabrese, Tenor 

Banjo Virtuoso.  Don’t forget to click on the sound icon at the 

top o the frame to hear the voice and music. 

 

14 January 2026:  Jive Bomb-
ers 

26 January 2026: Australia 
Day on the Harbour—Jazz 
Cruise 

11 February 2026: Jug A Lug 

What’s On at Sydney 
Jazz Club 

The Centre of jazz On the North Shore 

First Saturday Of The Month: Al Davey and the Groovers 

Second Saturday of the Month: Geoff Power Jazz Band 

Third Saturday of the Month: Bob Henderson and Friends 

Fourth Saturday of the month: Jazz Workshop Australia  
115 Reserve Rd, Artarmon 

Jazz on Radio www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Weekly Gig Guide (updated Tuesday afternoon 
each week). 

Please send us reviews and recommendations for jazz per-

formances.  Let’s publicise good jazz  and the musicians who 

play jazz.  Send your contributions to 

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au. 

Jazz Clubs Around Australia 

 Victorian Jazz Club next time you visit Melbourne.   

Canberra Jazz Club next time you are in the ACT 

Southern Jazz Club when in Adelaide 

WA Jazz Club next time you are in Perth 

Noosa Heads Jazz Club , The Gold Coast Jazz And 

Blues Club and the Gold Coast City Jazz Club 

if you go to Queensland 

In Tasmania, visit Hobart Jazz Club. 

Sunshine Coast Jazz Club on the way north in Qld 

Illawara Jazz Club On the way south. 

Ballarat Jazz Club Turns 40 

Many Clubs offer reciprocal rights to SJC Members. 

Some Coming  Jazz Festivals in Australia 

26—31 December: Australian Jazz Convention, Mildura. 

13-15 February 2026: Port Fairy Jazz Festival 

Sydney Jazz Club on Facebook   

There is  information about gigs in Sydney and beyond on our 

Facebook Group Site..  Use the menu item on our Web site.   

Currently there are more than 2000 members of the  Group 

site and posts are appearing there about (mostly) jazz but for 

all kinds of music events in Sydney and Melbourne and as far 

away as Perth. 

CDs and Books for sale: 

Email received at Sydney Jazz Club 

Hi, 

I have 47 Jazz CD's that I would like to sell. 

Some of them are listed below, I couldn't type them all out as 
it would take forever. 

Also 17 books on Jazz. 

Would someone be interested.?  

Kind regards,   

Simon  sipri66648@gmail.com   

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1175510244202902/?s=fb_shorts_profile&stack_idx=0
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1175510244202902/?s=fb_shorts_profile&stack_idx=0
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/jazz-on-radio/
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/gig-guide/
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.vjc.org.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
https://www.southernjazzclub.org.au/
https://www.jazzclubofwa.asn.au/
https://www.noosajazzclub.com/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
http://www.gccityjazzclub.com.au
https://hobartjazzclub.com/
https://sunshinecoastjazzclub.net.au
https://www.illawarrajazzclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1319669409958686&set=a.184723636786608
http://www.portfairyjazz.com.au
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
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Year in Review: 2025 

Over the year we collected some video, poorly shot on an Iphone, but good enough to stir the memory of a year of great jazz 

entertainment at the Sydney Jazz Club’s home of Jazz—the Freeway hotel.  Click on the images. There is no video of the Janu-

ary 2025 gig—Geoff Bull and the Finer Cuts, and none for September:  Greg Poppleton and his Band. 

 

 

 

 

Australia Day 2025: Bathtub Gin Orchestra    February 2025:  Liquorice Allsorts    March 2025: Celtic Fire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2025: Geoff Power Jazz Band    May 2025: Jug A Lug String Band          June 2025: The Unity Jazz Band 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2025: Sydney Youth Jazz Orchestra            August 2025: Mulgoa Road Jazz Band     October 2025: Greg Englert Jazz Band 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2025: Leigh Barker International Jazz Band   December 2025: Chasing the Moon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jHRkzb2bEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpyZSFhvcFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hn7O4yEAwdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sj1lYhZ8RZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fP-GBUjems0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dE1mlM190-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDeUkXOAhw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWBy8kFX1W8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHO0usBw7iY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGbaJe7sCLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuPK4jHt-nQ
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NEWCASTLE & HUNTER JAZZ CLUB INC  

New Orleans Ramblers 
Sunday 25 January 2pm—4:30 pm 

 
Wallsend Diggers Club, 5 Tyrrell St, Wallsend 

NSW 2287, Australia 

Buy Tickets Here 

Disclaimer: Neither the Editor nor Directors of the Sydney Jazz Club are responsible for the opinions expressed in this Newsletter other than 
their own. All material is copyright and may be reproduced providing the source and originator are acknowledged. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee 
 
President:                                                 Ian McAllister 
Vice-President & Special Functions:   — 
Treasurer :            Mary Armstrong 
Membership Secretary:                        Greg Ghavalas  
 

 
Secretary:    Caroline McAllister  
Publicity and Marketing:   Dennis Harris 
Magazine Editor:   Dennis Harris 
Web site and FaceBook Admin:  Dennis Harris 
Bands Coordinator:   Vivian Bowman  
The Gig Guide is prepared by  Hugo Pfandler 

Postal Address: Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd. 
                              P.O. Box 186, Broadway, NSW 2007 
Email Address: sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au 
 
Website:  www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Telephone:  0426 632 138.  

Banking details: forward payments to:  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd., St. George Bank    

           BSB: 112879  Acct No: 039622683 

Please clearly note your name (and member number if possi-

ble) and ask for advice of payment to be forwarded to:  

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

www.illawarrajazzclub.com  
Weekly Jazz Sessions held every Saturday at:  

Bar67, Collegians Woolongong 
 Illawarra Leagues Club Church Street, Wollongong  

Music from 2pm – 5pm (doors open 1pm) Admission to 
each band is $10* – pay at the door!   
 Illawarra Jazz Club |book  for details.   

 
3rd January: Sounds of Swing Featuring Kim Hair  

10th January: The Greg Poppleton Quartet  
17th January: The Aston Martinis  

24th January: Koko Does Jazz  
31st January: Miss Julia & the Swingin’ Sidekicks  

 

Sun day 4 January, 2 pm 
 
Robbie Mann & His Rag-

time Band  

 

Stephen Washington 

Lord Dudley Hotel 

Sundays, 4-7pm  

First floor in The 

Guinness Room.  

Unity Hall Hotel, Bal-

main, 3 pm to 6 pm  6:30 pm 

Blue Gumbo 

 Sunday 11 January 2026, 1 pm. 

Canberra Southern Cross Club Lounge. 

https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/
https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/event-details/new-orleans-ramblers-and-friends-2
mailto:sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
http://www.illawarrajazzclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraJazzClub/events/?id=100064900501410&sk=events
https://botanyviewhotel.com.au/
https://www.unityhallhotel.com.au/about-1
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2026 

SYDNEY HARBOUR JAZZ CRUISE 

Monday 26th January 2026 from 12.00 noon-3.00pm. 

Leaves King St. Wharf No. 9 at 12.00 noon promptly  

Jazz Entertainment by  

“Robbie Mann Jazz Band” 
 

BYO your own lunch (food only), NO BYO ALCOHOL  

(Drinks can be purchased aboard).  

 

Tables will be allocated for all ticket holders.  

You can reserve your own table of up to 10 for you and your friends if you wish to book together, otherwise we will reserve 
a seat for you with other jazz enthusiasts.    

Bookings are essential and tickets are limited.  

 Ticket Pricing: - $70 for SJC members, $95 for all others.  

 

There is a Ticket Order form on the next page, or you can order on-line, or download a form  at  

Australia Day 2026 – Sydney Jazz Club  

Fill it in with details of you and your guests and post it to us at  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd, PO Box 186, Broadway NSW, 2007.   

You can include a cheque or pay by bank transfer to 

Sydney Jazz Club, St. George Bank; BSB 112879; Accnt.No.039622683 

A self addressed and stamped envelope would help us return your tickets. 

 

 

Phone Ian on 0426 632 138  or Any SJC Committee Member for more details. 

Thee 2026 SJC Australia Day cruise ship is once again the MV Bella Vista, with seating on one level for all 
patrons with the band, yet with room upstairs and on surrounding decks for those who want to move 

around and take in the harbour as it glides by and view the many activities on the magnificent Sydney Har-
bour on Australia Day.  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/australia-day-2026-3/
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