
1       

 

Patron: Bill Haesler OAM  ISSN: 2208-8261 Print Post: 100004554 

Sydney Jazz Club Newsletter  

October 2025 
Midweek Jazz In October  

 

 On the worst weather day of the month, Greg Poppleton entertained us last month with a 
most enjoyable show.  This photo was taken on the day. 

Best Dressed Band of the year. 

September Mid-Week Jazz Review: Greg Poppleton Band 

Details Page 3 Greg Englert Jazz Band Band 

Announcement 

Jazz musician and double bassist Leigh Barker is bringing his 
band to Sydney for Sydney jazz Club on 12 November. 
 

Leigh Barker Band featuring Heather Stewart  

A YouTube video of the band—click here. 

Virtuoso string bassist, bandleader, composer and arranger, 

Leigh Barker moved to Paris from Australia in 2016 to bring a 

new international perspective to his many musical projects. In 

the years before his departure, Barker was already sustaining a 

busy international schedule including such highlights as the 

Sydney Opera House, Jazz at Lincoln Center, The Bix Beider-

becke Memorial Festival in Iowa and The New York Lindy 

Exchange as well as global tours with the “Tom Vincent Trio” 

and the “Hot Jazz Alliance”. As a sideman he has accompanied 

artists as diverse as Branford Marsalis, Gordon Webster, Sarah 

McKenzie, Andy Schumm and Dan Levinson, and in France 

and Europe since 2016 with many the greats of traditional and 

mainstream jazz, including Christophe Davot, Chris Hopkins, 

Olivier Franc and Duved Dunayevsky. 

Ambitiously as a bandleader Leigh has maintained a regular 

line up in both France AND Australia, which allowed him to 

spend two days in the studio with the Melbourne based musi-

cians in late 2022. This produced the new full length al-

bum “CROSS STREET” available in all mediums from May 

2025, (including for the very first time vinyl!) These sessions 

reunited Leigh with all his regular bandmates, allowing the 

group to develop even further Leigh's vision of an inclusive 

and diverse music, where one finds the all the critical elements 

of blues, swing, hot jazz and classic themes, at the heart of an 

exuberant, spontaneous and virtuosic orchestra. On the new 

album and now in 2025 live on tour in Australia, vocalist and 

violinist Heather Stewart anchors these musical comrades with 

her moving and swinging voice, while the 

orchestra traverses a rich palette of rhythm 

melody and improvisation.  

Leigh Barker - bass, Heather Stewart - 

vocals and violin, Eamon McNelise - 

trumpet, Max Teakle - piano, Abby Con-

stable - drums, Special Guest - trombone. 

https://youtu.be/hbei0sVB_bg?si=BIXy_sLXnZex-c_D
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The President’s Report  SJC President, Ian McAllister 

October 2025 

Hi All, 

Monthly Gig 

Come along and listen and dance to the great music from the 

Greg Englert Jazz Band on Wednesday 8thth October. Bring 

your friends, enjoy great food and atmosphere and help sup-

port live jazz in Sydney. 

AGM 

Our Annual General meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th 

November. There is a notice to members elsewhere in this 

newsletter. It will be held immediately preceding our Monthly 

Gig so come along, register and have your say in the running 

of your club. Perhaps offer assistance in that regard. 

I hope that you come along and also enjoy live jazz. We will 

arrange additional shuttle services from Artarmon Services for 

the meeting. 

 

Australia Day 2026 

We are getting close to finalizing our Australia Day 2026 cele-

brations. We are looking to resurrecting our very popular Aus-

tralia Day Sydney Harbour Jazz Cruise and only need to work 

out final details. We will notify members as soon as we can so 

that you can organize your friend and arrange for group table 

bookings as for previous years.  

I encourage you to bring your friends along to our function 

and encourage them also to join the SJC.  

In the meantime,  

 

Enjoy Life and “All That Jazz”  

Ian McAllister,  SJC President  

p.s. We are still looking for assistance on committee to allow 

us to achieve an agenda of having further live jazz functions 

throughout the year. 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB C0-OPERATIVE LTD. 

NOTICE of ANNUAL GENERAL MEEETING - 2025 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Sydney Jazz Club Co-Operative Ltd. will be 

held at the premises of the The Freeway Hotel, 115 Reserve Road, Artarmon, NSW 2064 on Wednesday 
12th November 2025 commencing at 11.00am. 

Agenda: 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2024 AGM 

3. Presidents Report 

4. Treasurers Report 

5. Election of Directors 

6. General Business 

Close Meeting 

Nomination forms for Directors (and for volunteer Assistants) may be obtained from the Office of the 
Sydney Jazz Club Co-operative Ltd. 

Completed nomination forms must be received by the Secretary no later than 7 days prior to the 
meeting. 

In accordance with the Rules of The Sydney Jazz Club Co-operative Ltd., copies of accounts, statements 
and directors’ report as required by the Co-operatives Regulations 1997, will be made available for in-
spection at the registered office of the co-operative – 90 Gipps Street, Drummoyne, NSW 2047 by ar-
rangement from 22nd October 2024. 

Ian McAllister, 

President 
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Sydney Jazz Club Mid Week Jazz at the Freeway Hotel 

$20 non-members, $15 for SJC members, pay as you enter.   

The Freeway Hotel has great facilities including a large dance floor / extensive food menu, and free under-cover parking.    

For the convenience of our members and guests travelling by train, the hotel will provide a free small coach pick up service 

from the shops side of Artarmon Station every 10 / 15 minutes from 11.30 - 12.30 and return from 3.30 - 4.00. 

Come along and listen to the wonderful jazz. 

Table bookings are not permitted 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB PRESENTS:  
Wednesday, 8 October 2025,  12:30 to 3:30 pm, Freeway Hotel, Artarmon. 

Greg Englert Jazz Band 
 

Greg Englert- trumpet, vocal,  

Tony Gardner- piano,  

Paul Furniss - reeds,  

Lawrie Thompson- drums,  

Fiona Lugg - Bass 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee needs some help: contributions to our newsletter.  Photos of our gigs and 

others attended, stories of our favourite jazz musicians, and memories.  We would be very happy for 

someone to take a few photos of our members mid-week gigs, or send us a photo of your table enjoying 

the music. Any other Jazz news is also welcome. 
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Our Editor has been away all of September so there is less 

to read in our Newsletter this month. 

Our Bank Account has changed.  After a long an 

tortuous process we have finally managed to achieve an elec-

tronic banking facility that gets us away from issuing cheques 

and meets the requirements of our Constitution.   

Tom Baker’s San Francisco Jazz Band Tribute 
see page  9. 

Jazz on Fridays at Club Ashfield, featuring the 

Bridge City Jazz Band is back on. Jazz Band and Solo Perfor-

mances Jazz Band and Solo Performances. 

Membership has changed. 
The Committee has approved a change in Membership. To 

date, the membership year has been the same as our 

(constitutional) financial year, ending every year opn 31 Au-

gust.   

From 1 September 2025, your membership year will  be cur-

rent for 12 months from the date you pay your membership 

fee.   

Each month we will send emails or letters to the members 

who are due to renew in the following month.  If you miss 

paying the renewal fee in the due month, you will be marked 

as unfinancial and lose membership rights in the following 

month.  You will not receive your newsletter that month.  If 

you later pay the fee, there will be no penalty and your re-

newed membership will be for 12 months from the date of 

receipt by Sydney Jazz Club of your fee payment. 

New Telephone Number 

Sydney Jazz Club now has a mobile service:  0426 632 138.    

Mystery Members  

On 12 June 2025, a deposit appeared in the Sydney Jazz Club 

bank account for $40 with the note  “New Member Angela 
Richards Affiliate Member Michael Richards” but we have 
never received an application.  Does anyone know Angela and 
Michael? 

8 October 2025: Greg Englert 
Jazz Band 

12 November 2025: Leigh 
Baker and his international 

band. 

12 November (preceding gig) 
Annual General Meeting 

10 December 2025: Chasing 
the Moon 

14 January 2026:  Jive Bomb-
ers 

26 January 2026: Australia 
Day event in planning 

What’s On at Syd-
ney Jazz Club 

The Centre of jazz On the North Shore 

First Saturday Of The Month: Al Davey and the Groovers 

Second Saturday of the Month: Geoff Power Jazz Band 

Third Saturday of the Month: Bob Henderson and Friends 

Fourth Saturday of the month: Jazz Workshop Australia 
115 Reserve Rd, Artarmon 

Jazz on Radio 
www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 
Weekly Gig Guide (updated Monday after-
noon each week). 

Please send us reviews and recommendations for jazz per-

formances.  Let’s publicise good jazz  and the musicians who 

play jazz.  Send your contributions to 

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au. 

Jazz Clubs Around Australia 

 

Go to Victorian Jazz Club next time you visit Melbourne.   

Go to Canberra Jazz Club next time you are in the ACT 

Go to Southern Jazz Club When in Adelaide 

Go to WA Jazz Club next time you are in Perth 

Go to Noosa Heads Jazz Club and The Gold Coast 

Jazz And Blues Club if you go to Queensland 

In Tasmania, visit Hobart Jazz Club. 

The “Little People” graphic is copyright to our Life Member, 

Terry Fowler (deceased) and The Sydney Jazz Club. 

https://clubashfield.com.au/bridge-city-jazz-band/
https://clubashfield.com.au/bridge-city-jazz-band/
https://clubashfield.com.au/bridge-city-jazz-band/
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/jazz-on-radio/
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/gig-guide/
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.vjc.org.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
https://www.southernjazzclub.org.au/
https://www.jazzclubofwa.asn.au/
https://www.noosajazzclub.com/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
https://hobartjazzclub.com/
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Australian Jazz Convention 

The Australian Jazz Convention is an annual gathering for mu-

sicians and jazz lovers to celebrate their music. While the fo-

cus is on traditional or “Dixieland” jazz, the convention is also 

open to groups playing swing, mainstream, bebop, modern, 

funk, and other jazz genres. Since 1946 the convention has 

been hosted by different cities and towns across Australia; in 

2025 the 79th AJC will be held in Mildura, Victoria, from De-

cember 26th to 31st.   australianjazzconvention.org.au  

The AJC has a great list of Australian Jazz Clubs 

Jazz History in Octobers 

3 Oct:  

Pianist Dave Brubeck records All The Things We Are 
with alto saxophonists Lee Konitz and Anthony Braxton, 
1974. 

Fletcher Henderson records Benny Carter's arrangement 
of Somebody Loves Me, 1930. 

Tenor saxophonist Von Freeman born 1922 in Chicago, 
IL 

Oct 7: 

Louis Armstrong records his first session with Fletcher Hen-
derson's band 1924  

Oct 10 

Billie Holiday stages a 1956 comeback concert at Carnegie 
Hall (it also became an album) with a band that includes Roy 
Eldridge and Coleman Hawkins.  

Pianist/composer Thelonious Monk born 1917in Rocky 
Mount, NC  

Oct 11 

Tenor saxophonist Coleman Hawkins records Body and Soul 
1939, an advanced improvisation that became a hit.  

Oct 13 

Bassist Ray Brown born 1926 in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Pianist Art Tatum born 1909 in Toledo, OH. 

Saxophonist Lee Konitz born 1927 in Chicago, IL. 

Oct 15 

Pianist/composer Thelonious Monk makes his first recordings 
as a leader, 1947.  

Oct 18 

Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis born 1961 in New Orleans, LA  

Oct 20 

Pianist/composer Jelly Roll Morton born 1890 in New Orleans, 
LA.  

Oct 21 

Trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie born 1917 in Cheraw, SC  

Oct 31 

Actress/singer Ethel Waters born 1896 in Chester, PA.  

Sydney Jazz Club on Facebook   

There is  information about gigs in Sydney and beyond on our Facebook Group Site..  Use the menu item on our Web site.   

Currently there are more than 2000 members of the  Group site and posts are appearing there about (mostly) jazz but for all 

kinds of music events in Sydney and Melbourne and as far away as Perth. 

Visit the Australian Jazz Museum. 

Founded in 1996 as the Victorian Jazz Archive (VJA), the Aus-
tralian Jazz Museum (AJM) came about from the strongly 
voiced desire to preserve Australia’s jazz heritage, and for it to 
be readily accessible to musicians, collectors, donors and oth-
ers throughout Australia. 

 

 

In 2003 VJA was accredited as a Museum by Museums  

Australia (Victoria).  In 2014 the VJA changed its name to Aus-
tralian Jazz Museum – to reflect the Museum’s Australia-wide 
mission, collection and membership.  

 

Patron: James Morrison AM. 

https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/
https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/clubsfestivals/
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.ajm.org.au/?page_id=1620
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Jazz Festivals (by Margaret Magennis) 

Jazz Festivals seem to pop up everywhere these days! But they are enormously important in legitimising jazz as a musical gen-

re, introducing new audiences to jazz and proving that jazz can be commercially viable and sustainable in the face of changing 

music tastes. 

The first official jazz festival ever held was in 

Nice in 1948 (at the end of Carnival). It fea-

tured none other than Louis Armstorng, 

Django Reinhardt and Yves Montand. Sever-

al of the concerts were broadcast live by 

French Radio, cementing the place of jazz in 

the heart of European music audiences after 

the war.  This first jazz festival in Nice was 

only held again in 1974 as the Grand Jazz 

Parade but has continued annually ever 

since then. In 1994 it became known as the 

Nice Jazz Festival and continues to celebrate 

jazz attracting 40,000 residents and thou-

sands of tourists each year. 

Prior to this, and running from 1945-1958, 

were the Cavalcade of Jazz events held at 

Wrigley Field, Chicago, US. While not brand-

ed as a festival, they featured artists includ-

ing Count Basie, Nat King Cole, Lionel Hamp-

ton, Louis Armstrong, Dinah Washington 

and Ray Charles among others and certainly 

promoted jazz music and musicians.  

But the longest running US jazz festival is the New-

port Jazz Festival. It kicked off in 1954 and has been held every year ever since, with musical genres now spilling over from 

traditional jazz and jazz fusion to other music genres. This is followed by the Monterey Jazz Festival which started in 1958. 

The largest jazz festival in the world, according to the Guiness Book of Records, is the Montreal festival in Canada. Starting in 

1979 and held annually, it now showcases around 3,000 jazz artists from over 30 countries with more than 650 individual con-

certs. Over 2 million visitors (12.5% of which are tourists) attend, making it easily Montreal’s largest tourist and cultural event 

of the year. 

It is also interesting how many Scandinavian countries have 

been trendsetters in the jazz festival phenomenon, espe-

cially Norway. This part of the world has some of the oldest 

continuing annual jazz festivals. 

Here in Australia, the first international jazz festival was 

held from 26-28 October 1960.  Promoted by American Lee 

Gordon, it drew international stars including Sarah 

Vaughan, Dizzy Gillespie, Coleman Hawkens and the Teddy 

Wilson Trio to our shores. Held over several state capitals 

Figure 1 Program for the Nice Jazz Festival, 1948  

(https://keepitswinging.blogspot.com) 

Figure 2 The Dave Brubeck Quartet, Dave Brubeck, Paul 

Desmond, Joe Morello and Eugene Wright pose at the Mon-

terey Fairgrounds for a publicity photo to advertise the first 

Monterey Jazz Festival in October of 1958. (Monterey Coun-

ty Herald Archives) 

https://keepitswinging.blogspot.com
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over 3 days including Brisbane’s Festival Hall, Adelaide’s 

Memorial Drive, the Sydney Stadium and Melbourne’s 

Festival Hall. Unfortunately, the festival failed to turn a 

profit and was not repeated. It would only be in 1998 

again when Australia would hold an international jazz 

festival with Melbourne taking up the reins. 

Attending a jazz festival should be on every jazz lover’s 

bucket list! Here are just some of the most famous jazz 

festivals held each year around the world. If you are trav-

elling Internationally, consider one of these for the itiner-

ary.  

A list of Jazz Festivals closer to home is published in the 

Newsletter. 

 

Figure 3 An advert for the first Australian Jazz Festival, 

The Age, Melbourne. Sep 8 1960, page 25 
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Some Coming  Jazz Festivals in Australia 

8-12 October: Brisbane Vocal Jazz Festival 

17-26 October:  Melbourne International Jazz Festival  

 

 

28 October—2 November  Perth International Jazz Festival 

26—31 December: Australian Jazz Convention, Mildura. 

13-15 February 2026: Port Fairy Jazz Festival 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=b7c0cefaf556a675&sxsrf=AE3TifPI1amaK7LGY4t27qAXU6L7Ioa_LQ%3A1756189950168&q=Brisbane+Vocal+Jazz+Festival&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiC9oyx7aePAxVOyzQHHfVPBvwQxccNegUIqQEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfB7D_X5Xsak8Vl2UFldLAINzW_wKitK2vp5Upznj0VJzzgIcl
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=b7c0cefaf556a675&sxsrf=AE3TifPI1amaK7LGY4t27qAXU6L7Ioa_LQ%3A1756189950168&q=Melbourne+International+Jazz+Festival&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiC9oyx7aePAxVOyzQHHfVPBvwQxccNegUIqAEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfB7D_X5Xsak8Vl2UFldLAINzW_wKitK2vp5Upznj
https://perthjazzfest.com/
http://www.portfairyjazz.com.au
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A Special Event is coming to Com-

memorate Tom Baker’s San Francisco Jazz Band. 

On 29 November (Saturday) 2025, there will be a special jazz event at the Freeway Hotel.  Arrangements are still being made.  

This is not a Sydney Jazz Club event but we recommend you to the music of the day.  The time proposed is 1 to 4:30 pm but 

watch this space for updates. 

A band is being put together by some of our favourite musicians to cele-

brate the 50th anniversary of Tom Baker’s  San Francisco Jazz Band.  The 

band was formed by Tom Baker in December, 1975 for the specific purpose 

of playing at the 30th Australian Jazz Convention in Balmain.   Bill Arm-

strong decided to record the band as soon as he heard it.  This event will 

also commemorate the 80th anniversary of the formation in 1945 of the 

Dutch Swing College Band, which is still going strong today, and which coin-

cidentally is also referred to in the sleeve notes for the San Francisco Jazz 

Band Album in the section about its Dutch pianist, Hans Karssemeyer. Also, 

this event represents the centenary of Louis Armstrong's first recordings 

under his own name, as his famous Hot Five first recorded in November 

1925, i.e. 100 years almost to the day before this planned concert on 

29/11/2025.  (Editor: Unfortunately the scans available of the original al-

bum cover are not clear enough to be easily legible no matter how I tried to 

blow them up. This Link has legible text supporting the album picture. )  

Membership of Sydney Jazz Club  

Give a gift to a friend—membership of Sydney Jazz Club—discounts on entry fees, monthly newsletter, voting rights and Great 

Jazz every month.  Use this QR Code or go to  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/ 

Two Pianos: 

Bradley Newman and Robbie Mann     

When: Wednesday 1st October, 1-3 pm.   

$10 pp. 

Where:  Riverhigh Restaurant and Bar  

             33 Bernard Rd Padstow Heights 

Bus:   Beauty Point bus will pick up from ‘kiss 
and ride’ at Padstow Station between 11am and 

1115 am on the day. Return at 3pm. 

Some on site parking, street  parking short walk 
away. 

Fully licensed Restaurant and Bar with good food 
and scenic view. 

 

Book:   02 87084700 Restaurant and Bus. 

https://www.discogs.com/master/1004596-Tom-Bakers-San-Francisco-Jazz-Band-Volume-One
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/membership/


10       

 

Disclaimer: Neither the Editor nor Directors of the Sydney Jazz Club are responsible for the opinions expressed in this Newsletter other than 
their own. All material is copyright and may be reproduced providing the source and originator are acknowledged. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee 
 
President:                                                Ian McAllister 
Vice-President & Special Functions:   
Treasurer & Bands Coordinator:        Mary Armstrong 
Membership Secretary:                       Greg Ghavalas  
 

 
Secretary:    Caroline McAllister  
Publicity and Marketing:   Dennis Harris 
Newsletter Editor:   Dennis Harris 
Web site and FaceBook Admin:  Dennis Harris and 
     Margaret Margennis 
The Gig Guide is prepared by  Hugo Pfandler 

Postal Address: Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd. 
                              P.O. Box 186, Broadway, NSW 2007 
Email Address: sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au 
 
Website:  www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Telephone:  0426 632 138.  

Banking details: forward payments to:  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd., St. George Bank    

           BSB: 112879  Acct No: 039622683 

Please clearly note your name (and member number if possi-

ble) and ask for advice of payment to be forwarded to:  

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

www.illawarrajazzclub.com  
Weekly Jazz Sessions held every Saturday at:  

Bar67, Collegians Woolongong 
 Illawarra Leagues Club Church Street, Wollongong  

 
Music from 2pm – 5pm (doors open 1pm) Admission to 

each band is $10* – pay at the door!   
 Illawarra Jazz Club |book  for details.   

 
4th October Great Gatsby Theme – Stompin’ Rhythm Aces  

11th October The Jive Bombers  
18th October Belmore Basin Jazz Band  

25th October Di Bird Quartet  

 
The Bob Hen-
derson Band 

Sunday 5 October 2025  
2 pm to 5 pm. 

 

Stephen Washington 

Lord Dudley Hotel 

Sundays, 4-7pm  

First floor in The 

Guinness Room.  

Unity Hall Hotel, Bal-

main, 3 pm to 6 pm  

 
 
 
 
 

NEWCASTLE & HUNTER JAZZ CLUB INC  
 

ROUND MIDNIGHT 
26 Oct 2025, 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
Wangi District Workers’ Club,  

11-19 Market St, Wangi  

Wangi NSW 2267, Australia 

https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/event-details/round-

6:30 pm 

Carolyn Packer’s Stompin’Rhythm Aces 

 Sunday 12 October 1 pm. 

Canberra Southern Cross Club Lounge. 

mailto:sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
http://www.illawarrajazzclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraJazzClub/events/?id=100064900501410&sk=events
https://www.jazzleague.net/events/tnn9qw5wh86hihp2p6jb0h1n8mind3-6n8sj-kkcnt
https://www.jazzleague.net/events/tnn9qw5wh86hihp2p6jb0h1n8mind3-6n8sj-kkcnt
https://www.jazzleague.net/events/tnn9qw5wh86hihp2p6jb0h1n8mind3-6n8sj-kkcnt
https://botanyviewhotel.com.au/
https://www.unityhallhotel.com.au/about-1
https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/

