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Sydney Jazz Club Newsletter  

November 2025 
Midweek Jazz In November  

At our October mid-week 
event, I was again reminded 
why I joined Sydney Jazz 
Club.  Where else can I 
attend a concert, lunch and 
social gathering and enjoy 
the music of five extraordi-
nary musicians playing music 
I love.  You may call it “Jazz” 
but I don’t care to classify it 
except to say it is good, en-
joyable, uplifting, and won-
derfully performed.  The 
band was led by Greg Englert 
in his unique style.  We know 
if Greg is leading, there will 
be  some Louis Armstrong 
music, but we heard songs 
from 1906 to the Sixties.  I think Greg is under-rated as a vocalist too. The other musicians, Paul Furniss on reeds, Fiona Lugg 
on bass, Tony Gardner on Piano and Lawrie Thompson on drums made up what certainly is an “Allstars” band.  The two links 
here lead to YouTube long and short videos of some of the music.  https://youtu.be/OHO0usBw7iY  https://youtu.be/
CYPMn4RBPwY 

October Mid-Week Jazz Review: Greg Englert Jazz Band 

Leigh Barker International Jazz Band  

Featuring: Heather Stewart  

Details Page 3 

Spend the afternoon on Australia Day, Monday 26 January 2026, on the Harbour 

with the music you love.  The Committee is working with Robbie Mann to put to-

gether a band, the boat is booked, tickets are available . 

BYO food but NOT Alcoholic drinks (available for purchase on Board) 

See page 10 

https://youtu.be/OHO0usBw7iY
https://youtu.be/CYPMn4RBPwY
https://youtu.be/CYPMn4RBPwY
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The President’s Report  SJC President, Ian McAllister 

November 2025 

Monthly Gig 

Come along and listen and dance to the great music from 
Leigh Barker International Jazz Band on Wednesday 12thth 
November. Bring your friends, enjoy great food and atmos-
phere and help support live jazz in Sydney. 

AGM 

Our Annual General meeting will be held immediately prior to 
the November gig so come along, register and have your say 
in the running of your club. Perhaps offer assistance in that 
regard!!! 

Committee Positions 

If you have some form of accounting ability and / or friendly 
communication skills we would like to hear from you to see 
how such skills will assist us in the running of the club. The 
aim is to assist Directors with work that they have been doing 
for many years and would like assistance in performing. Please 
contact any Director and discuss possibilities. 

 

 

Australia Day 2026 

Bookings are now open for our Australia Day 2026 celebra-
tions. We have resurrected our very popular Australia Day 
Sydney Harbour Jazz Cruise. Details and booking forms are 
included within this newsletter as well as on our website for 
either hard copy or electronic bookings. Seating, hence num-
bers are limited so gather your friends and make a table book-
ing as soon as you can. 

I encourage you to bring your friends along to all our function 
and encourage them also to join the SJC.  

In the meantime,  

Enjoy Life “and All That Jazz”  

Ian McAllister 
SJC President  

p.s. We are still looking for assistance on the committee to 
allow us to achieve an agenda of having further live jazz func-
tions throughout the year. 

 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB C0-OPERATIVE LTD. 

NOTICE of ANNUAL GENERAL MEEETING - 2025 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Sydney Jazz Club Co-Operative Ltd. will be 

held at the premises of the The Freeway Hotel, 115 Reserve Road, Artarmon, NSW 2064 on Wednesday 
12th November 2025 commencing at 11.00am. 

Agenda: 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2024 AGM 

3. Presidents Report 

4. Treasurers Report 

5. Election of Directors 

6. General Business 

Close Meeting 

Nomination forms for Directors (and for volunteer Assistants) may be obtained from the Office of the 
Sydney Jazz Club Co-operative Ltd. 

Completed nomination forms must be received by the Secretary no later than 7 days prior to the 
meeting. 

In accordance with the Rules of The Sydney Jazz Club Co-operative Ltd., copies of accounts, statements 
and directors’ report as required by the Co-operatives Regulations 1997, will be made available for in-
spection at the registered office of the co-operative – 90 Gipps Street, Drummoyne, NSW 2047 by ar-
rangement from 22nd October 2024. 

Ian McAllister, President 



3       

 

Sydney Jazz Club Mid Week Jazz at the Freeway Hotel 

$20 non-members, $15 for SJC members, pay as you enter.   

The Freeway Hotel has great facilities including a large dance floor / extensive food menu, and free under-cover parking.    

For the convenience of our members and guests travelling by train, the hotel will provide a free small coach pick up service 

from the shops side of Artarmon Station every 10 / 15 minutes from 11.30 - 12.30 and return from 3.30 - 4.00. 

Come along and listen to the wonderful jazz. 

Table bookings are not permitted 

SYDNEY JAZZ CLUB PRESENTS:  

Wednesday, 12 November 2025,  12:30 to 3:30 pm, Freeway Hotel, Artarmon. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee needs some help: contributions to our newsletter.  Photos of our gigs and 

others attended, stories of our favourite jazz musicians, and memories.  We would be very happy for 

someone to take a few photos of our members at our mid-week gigs, or send us a photo of your table en-

joying the music. Any other Jazz news is also welcome. 

Jazz musician and double bassist Leigh Barker is bringing his 
band to Sydney for Sydney jazz Club on 12 November. 
 
A YouTube video of the band—click here. 

Virtuoso string bassist, bandleader, composer and arranger, 

Leigh Barker moved to Paris from Australia in 2016 to bring a 

new international perspective to his many musical projects. In 

the years before his departure, Barker was already sustaining 

a busy international schedule including such highlights as the 

Sydney Opera House, Jazz at Lincoln Center, The Bix Beider-

becke Memorial Festival in Iowa and The New York Lindy Ex-

change as well as global tours with the “Tom Vincent Trio” and 

the “Hot Jazz Alliance”. As a sideman he has accompanied 

artists as diverse as Branford Marsalis, Gordon Webster, Sarah 

McKenzie, Andy Schumm and Dan Levinson, and in France and 

Europe since 2016 with many the greats of traditional and 

mainstream jazz, including Christophe Davot, Chris Hopkins, 

Olivier Franc and Duved Dunayevsky. 

Ambitiously as a bandleader Leigh has maintained a regular 

line up in both France AND Australia, which allowed him to 

spend two days in the studio with the Melbourne based musi-

cians in late 2022. This produced the new full length al-

bum “CROSS STREET” available in all mediums from May 

2025, (including for the very first time vinyl!) These sessions 

reunited Leigh with all his regular bandmates, allowing the 

group to develop even further Leigh's vision of an inclusive 

and diverse music, where one finds the all the critical ele-

ments of blues, swing, hot jazz and classic themes, at the heart 

of an exuberant, spontaneous and virtuosic orchestra. On the 

new album and now in 2025 live on tour in Australia, vocalist 

and violinist Heather Stewart anchors these musical comrades 

with her moving and swinging voice, while the orchestra 

traverses a rich palette of rhythm melody and improvisation.  

 

Leigh Barker - bass, 

Heather Stewart - vo-

cals and violin, Eamon 

McNelise - trumpet, 

Max Teakle - piano, 

Abby Constable - 

drums, Special Guest - 

trombone. 

Here is some more 

information on Leigh 

Barker. 

 

Leigh Barker International Jazz Band  

Featuring: Heather Stewart  

https://youtu.be/hbei0sVB_bg?si=BIXy_sLXnZex-c_D
https://www.1929studios.com/leigh-barker-band
https://www.1929studios.com/leigh-barker-band
https://www.1929studios.com/leigh-barker-band
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Freeway Shuttle on Saturdays. 

The Freeway Hotel Management has advised that the Shuttle 
Bus from and to Artarmon Station will be running on Satur-
days but you should book by calling 9437 0000 . 

___________________________________ 

I came across this while researching for coffee with Lawrie 
Thompson. Quite a nostalgic read.   And I also found another 
article by Eric Myers that Mentions Lawrie My-
ersEricSMH201280SurveyJazz1980.pdf.  And guess who turns 
up in Galapagos Duck: Lawrie Thompson! 

______________________________________ 

Sydney Women In Jazz Festival is on—see the Gig guide at 
our web site.  We must find more people for our committee 
so we can be part of such significant efforts to promote Jazz.  
Hugo has re-named the gig guide: “Jazzing Around Sydney.” 

_____________________________________________ 

Letter (by email) to the Editor 

I’m writing from the Gold Coast City Jazz Club, where we’re 
alive, swinging, and hosting regular concerts on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesday of the month, featuring top local and touring jazz 
musicians. With so many jazz lovers travelling to the Coast 
throughout the year, we’d love to welcome your members 
when they’re in town. 

We offer reciprocal rights to members of other recognised jazz 
clubs — meaning they can attend any of our concerts for our 
member price of $20, simply by showing their current club 
membership card. 

Our upcoming concerts are always listed on both our website 
and Facebook page, so visitors can easily see what’s on: 

  www.gccityjazzclub.com.au 

  www.facebook.com/GCCityJazzClub 

We’d greatly appreciate it if you could share this information 
with your members — we’d be delighted to see some familiar 
faces from your club enjoying jazz on the beautiful Gold Coast. 

With warm regards and best wishes for a swinging season 
ahead,       

Rick Rundle,  Gold Coast City Jazz Club 

12 November 2025: Leigh 
Barker and his international 
band. 

 

12 November (preceding gig) 
Annual General Meeting 

10 December 2025: Chasing 
the Moon 

14 January 2026:  Jive Bomb-
ers 

26 January 2026: Australia 
Day on the Harbour—Jazz 

What’s On at Syd-
ney Jazz Club 

The Centre of jazz On the North Shore 

First Saturday Of The Month: Al Davey and the Groovers 

Second Saturday of the Month: Geoff Power Jazz Band 

Third Saturday of the Month: Bob Henderson and Friends 

Fourth Saturday of the month: Jazz Workshop Australia  

November 2025— Fifth Saturday Special—See Page 8 

115 Reserve Rd, Artarmon 

Jazz on Radio www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Weekly Gig Guide (updated Tuesday afternoon 
each week). 

Please send us reviews and recommendations for jazz per-

formances.  Let’s publicise good jazz  and the musicians who 

play jazz.  Send your contributions to 

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au. 

Jazz Clubs Around Australia 

 Victorian Jazz Club next time you visit Melbourne.   

Canberra Jazz Club next time you are in the ACT 

Southern Jazz Club when in Adelaide 

WA Jazz Club next time you are in Perth 

Noosa Heads Jazz Club , The Gold Coast Jazz And 

Blues Club and the Gold Coast City Jazz Club 

if you go to Queensland 

In Tasmania, visit Hobart Jazz Club. 

Sunshine Coast Jazz Club on the way north in Qld 

Illawara Jazz Club On the way south. 

Many Clubs offer reciprocal rights to SJC Members. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=freeway+hotel+artarmon&sca_esv=85ebb85b758beda9&sxsrf=AE3TifNBhefbwyssgZJKpiQkm0bouYelFw%3A1760405992254&ei=6KntaKuZD7Kb4-EP7vSN0AQ&gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsyTMwrYwvN2C0UjWoMEsyNEpMMzI3NzMyNEkzNbYyqEi2tExLTDRJs0xNS0k2MDXxEksrSk0tT6xU
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58bf64e6c534a5e3ac61401d/t/5ec68090d7745c676d7cb2e0/1590067459821/AllenDianaHistoryOfJazzAustralia.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58bf64e6c534a5e3ac61401d/t/5ea6e0455af5b10c110df882/1587994695767/MyersEricSMH201280SurveyJazz1980.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58bf64e6c534a5e3ac61401d/t/5ea6e0455af5b10c110df882/1587994695767/MyersEricSMH201280SurveyJazz1980.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58bf64e6c534a5e3ac61401d/t/5ef356188ceee27e728738f3/1593005595572/MyersEricSMH030481GalapagosDuckNewRecruits.pdf
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/gig-guide/
http://www.gccityjazzclub.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/GCCityJazzClub
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/jazz-on-radio/
https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/gig-guide/
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.vjc.org.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
https://www.southernjazzclub.org.au/
https://www.jazzclubofwa.asn.au/
https://www.noosajazzclub.com/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
https://www.gcjazzandblues.org/
http://www.gccityjazzclub.com.au
https://hobartjazzclub.com/
https://sunshinecoastjazzclub.net.au
https://www.illawarrajazzclub.com/
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Australian Jazz Convention 

The Australian Jazz Convention is an annual gathering for mu-

sicians and jazz lovers to celebrate their music. While the fo-

cus is on traditional or “Dixieland” jazz, the convention is also 

open to groups playing swing, mainstream, bebop, modern, 

funk, and other jazz genres. Since 1946 the convention has 

been hosted by different cities and towns across Australia; in 

2025 the 79th AJC will be held in Mildura, Victoria, from De-

cember 26th to 31st.   australianjazzconvention.org.au  

The AJC has a great list of Australian Jazz Clubs 

Jazz History in Novembers (Thanks to the Smithsonian) 

3 Nov: Pianist Fats Waller records Your Feet's Too Big, 1940.  

4 Nov: Louis Armstrong records Hoagy Carmichael's Stardust, 
1931.  

12 Nov:  Louis Armstrong and his Hot Five record their first 
piece, My Heart, 1925.  

13 Nov: Pianist Hampton Hawes born 1928 in Los Angeles, CA.  

15 Nov: Pianist/composer Thelonious Monk makes his last 
studio recordings with bassist Al McKibbon and drummer Art 
Blakey, 1971  

16 Nov: Guitarist/bandleader Eddie Condon born 1905 in 
Goodland, IN  

19 Nov:  Trombonist/bandleader Tommy Dorsey born 1905 in 
Shenandoah, PA.  

Pianist Teddy Wilson records Pennies From Heaven with vocal-
ist Billie Holiday and clarinetist Benny Goodman, 1936  

21 Nov:  Tenor saxophonist Coleman Hawkins born 1904 in St. 
Joseph, MO  

24 Nov:  Vocalist Bessie Smith makes her last recordings, in-
cluding Give Me A Pigfoot, 1933.  

25 Nov: Alto saxophonist Paul Desmond born 1924 in San 
Francisco, CA,  

29 Nov:  Composer/pianist Billy Strayhorn born 1915 in Day-
ton, OH.  

Sydney Jazz Club on Facebook   

There is  information about gigs in Sydney and beyond on our Facebook Group Site..  Use the menu item on our Web site.   

Currently there are more than 2000 members of the  Group site and posts are appearing there about (mostly) jazz but for all 

kinds of music events in Sydney and Melbourne and as far away as Perth. 

Visit the Australian Jazz Museum. 

Founded in 1996 as the Victorian Jazz Archive (VJA), the 

Australian Jazz Museum (AJM) came about from the 

strongly voiced desire to preserve Australia’s jazz herit-

age, and for it to be readily accessible to musicians, col-

lectors, donors and others throughout Australia. 

In 2003 VJA was accredited as a Museum by Museums  

Australia (Victoria).  In 2014 the VJA changed its name to 

Australian Jazz Museum – to reflect the Museum’s Aus-

tralia-wide mission, collection and membership.   

The Patron of the Australian Jazz Museum is James Mor-

rison AM. 

Jazz Workshop Australia at the Freeway Hotel 

I dropped in on the fourth Saturday gig at the Freeway to catch two of the combos organised by Jazz Workshop Australia.  I 

love combo music.  Both groups that I was there for included piano, bass, drums and sax.  It is great that the Hotel makes the 

space available for these emerging musicians and that JWA encourages them to perform.  Most of the audience were the mu-

sicians and friends and some waiting for the 4 pm jam session to start, but the crowd was supportive.  It is a pleasant way to 

spend a couple of hours.  Some of the music may be a little too esoteric for my liking but most of it was not.  I recommend 

supporting this initiative by JWA and the Freeway. 

https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/
https://australianjazzconvention.org.au/clubsfestivals/
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
https://www.ajm.org.au/?page_id=1620
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A video of Brad Newman and Lawrie Thompson at Sydney jazz 

Club in 2025. 

We have long enjoyed Lawrie playing for us at Sydney Jazz 

Club and it interested me that he was always in the bands put 

together by the best jazz musicians.  Lawrie accepted my invi-

tation to coffee willingly.  He has great stories to tell. 

It was lunch rather than coffee with Lawrie and it was very 

pleasant to sit gazing at the Hawkesbury with fish and chips, 

white wine and an interesting conversationalist.  Lawrie 

Thompson and I got together last week for a chat about music, 

Jazz, life and the meaning of everything (and it wasn’t 42!). 

I was looking for some photos and videos to include in the arti-

cle and this one is outstanding as an example of Lawrie on 

Drums and the music of the golden age of Jazz.  Caravan (Duke 

Ellington)  (Trombone: Ken Herron, Trumpet: Bob Barnard, 

Clarinet: Tony Ashby, Piano: Graeme Bell, Bass: Horsley Daw-

son, Drums: Lawrie Thompson).  

Starting out in Melbourne in the late 1950s playing piano, 

Lawrie discovered drums and about the same time was cap-

tured by Louis Armstrong and his music.   Eventually, but still a 

teenager, he found himself a job with the Barnard brothers 

and was very much influenced by Len Barnard.  After Bob Bar-

nard  moved to Sydney, he recommended Lawrie to Graeme 

Bell when  a new drummer was needed. Lawrie drove from 

Melbourne to Sydney and back in his Vanguard on 22 Novem-

ber 1963, and it was early that morning that anyone over the 

age of 75 now can remember where we were and what we 

were doing.  

 (I wonder if this was Lawrie headed up the Hume Highway in 

his 1949 Standard Vanguard)  

Despite lack of experience, the audition went well and Lawrie 

got the job.  His initiation was a gig at the “bloodhouse” Rock 

’n’ Roll Hotel in Woolloomooloo. That scene was an eye open-

er for the young, green Catholic boy from Melbourne, but he 

never looked back.   

Lawrie played with Graeme for many years and also with Bob 

Barnard and his bands, among many others.  There was much 

touring, including cruises to far off places—Europe, China, 

Japan, South East Asia and the Middle East.  Work in Sydney 

was plentiful—five nights a week in the same venue, “but we 

were all mates—we just got on with it.  We played music the 

people wanted to hear so we had plenty to do, lots to learn 

and a lot of fun.   When times got tough, we worked together 

to find ways to go on.  We just did it.”  (That paraphrased 

comment was in response to my comment that I so admired 

the courage of those guys who made a life from music—the 

music they loved to play.) 

 Sydney Jazz Club’s origins are from exactly that culture.  It 

was formed by musicians to create opportunities for music 

performances.  

I was Australian consul in Iran in 1977 when Bob Barnard, 

brought his band (including Lawrie) there and were a huge 

hit—just before the Shah left.  I tried to book them for our Te-

heran Melbourne Cup night but the Shah left just before the 

Cup and the revolution took over. 

As an amateur musician, I listen in jealous awe to stories of 

bands like Gallapagus Duck, which for me was legendary —

and here I am having lunch with the Duck’s drummer.  I asked 

Lawrie:  Did Spike Milligan really name the original Duck? Law-

rie claims that was before his time.  But I liked the story of 

how: 

Len Barnard was playing with the Duck.  Lawrie was playing 

with Bob Barnard’s band.  Len called Lawrie late one night and 

suggested they overcome the boredom of their current lives 

and swap seats the next night, and not tell anyone.  I am quite 

sure Bob’s band would have noticed the larger than life char-

acter of brother Len in the back row…… 

Lawrie and wife, Trish (vocalist) were in the Graeme Bell tour 

of China in 1990 which was the first western jazz band tour to 

China after the fall of the “Bamboo Curtain”.  The tour went to 

many cities in China and then went on to Japan and South East 

Asia to fill out the time.  It was a ground breaking tour and 

hugely successful culturally.  Trish and Lawrie were also part 

of the famous return to Vietnam non-concert in 2016. 

There were many other stories but eventually we got to my 

agenda—Sydney Jazz Club and the future. 

“The young musicians coming out of the Con today skip the 

old jazz—the fundamental music of jazz.  They are told about 

the history of jazz but they go straight into BeBop with it more 

complex and interesting rhythms and upbeat tempos.  They 

spend no time learning the fundamental music from which all 

jazz came.”  We have heard that before.  Young Con graduates 

Lunch with Lawrie Thompson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TDyItCN724
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2TDyItCN724
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10150800317429996
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=10150800317429996
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Some Coming  Jazz Festivals in Australia 

 

26—31 December: Australian Jazz Convention, Mildura. 

13-15 February 2026: Port Fairy Jazz Festival 

(Jazz musicians) today come out with wonderful skills and the 

ambition to find something new in music, but they have not 

got the old music, the real jazz, in their makeup. So are we 

losing the old music?  (Here again I am paraphrasing or sum-

marising the wisdom of Lawrie Thompson). 

Lawrie observes that maybe we are becoming too precious for 

our own good in our use of the word “Jazz”.  We are setting 

ourselves apart from the majority of music loving paying audi-

ences.   

“Jazz” It is a word that means different things to different peo-

ple.  Older musicians and enthusiasts use it to refer to Tradi-

tional or New Orleans music.  At the other end of the music 

spectrum jazz is used to refer to discordant, aimless noise.  

Some people might like that music (both ends) but how often 

do you hear something like: “I hate jazz “ but in the same con-

versation “I love Louis Armstrong.”  (Our Newsletter article 

contributor, Margaret Magennis, told me that story only last 

week.) 

Lawrie says: Jazz musicians strive to be better at what they do.  

They find new ways to improvise, new chord voicings , new 

rhythm; and they leave their audience behind.  Young Con 

graduates are taught that to leave a mark in the world, they 

need to be new and better than all that music of the past.   

But the truth is: To be successful and survive, musicians must 

play for the audiences they wish to attract to venues.  Venues 

must provide the music that people love to be a financial suc-

cess.   

“Maybe the old music is in its right place—stored away to be 

listened to from time to time by enthusiast at jazz festivals.  

Dancers want upbeat music they know, audiences want to 

hear the music they know and maybe sing along too; diners 

want combos playing contemporary music in the background 

whether it be jazz or not.  We need to find a better way of 

relating to the audiences we want to attract”. 

Thank you Lawrie Thompson for a very pleasant conversation. 

Sydney Jazz Club 

will adopt the 

words “ the music 

of the golden age 

of Music –the Jazz 

years” in our ad-

vertising.   

 

 

Not Trad  

Hiromi Uehara.  Most of you will say “Who?”, but Hiromi has 

been described as “the most electrifying pianist alive”.  Wik-

ipedia says: “Hiromi Uehara, often known as Hiromi, is a 

Grammy Award winning Japanese jazz composer and pianist. 

She is known for her virtuosic technique, energetic live perfor-

mances and blending of musical genres such as stride, post-

bop, progressive rock, classical, nu jazz and fusion in her com-

positions.  “  An Interview on YouTube.  (Towards the end of 

the interview she plays “Blackbird” Lennon– McCartney) which 

she played solo last night (23 October). 

Last night Janet and I went to her concert at Angel Place.  

Wow!  I have been a fan for a long time but her performance, 

backed by her wonderful string Quartet, was one of the most 

memorable we have been privileged to witness.   

She played (among other things) her recent “Silver Lining 

Suite”, four movements, 40 minutes.  Never did she lose the 

audience.  The melodies, rhythms and energy never stopped. 

In her compositions you can hear Gershwin, Oscar Peterson, 

Chopin, Erol Gardner, Chick Corea, and many other styes and 

influences.    

There was a supporting act by Freyja Garbett and her trio 

which was interesting but, for me, on the edge of too far ex-

perimental.  Hiromi played for 95 minutes straight with ex-

traordinary energy and amazing skill.  The audience reacted 

like a football crowd with cheering and adulation.  The encore 

was as high energy as the first piece 95 minutes earlier and 

“brought the house down”.  Janet said at the end “I am ex-

hausted!” 

If you ever get the chance, see Hiromi next time she tours.  

Hiromi - Isolation (Official Audio) (the first movement of 

“Silver Lining Suite”).   

http://www.portfairyjazz.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcKd9OkMPcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZN5JwrIV9E
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The “Little People” graphic is copyright to our Life Member, 

Terry Fowler (deceased) and The Sydney Jazz Club. 

This picture was 

created by Dennis 

Harris for the use of 

Sydney Jazz Club in 

August 2022 . 

The Freeway Hotel,  

Saturday, 29 November 2025   

1pm until 4:30 pm 

 

Swinging Satchmo Centenary Jazz Concert And Dance  

Nine Piece Allstars Orchestra 

Greg Englert: trumpet. 

Al Davey: trumpet. 

Jack Wiard: clarinet / soprano saxophone. 

Paul Furniss: clarinet / soprano saxophone. 

David Saxon: trombone. 

Robbie Mann: piano. 

Paul Baker: banjo. 

Stan Valacos: bass. 

Jim Fletcher: drums. 

Band will play from 1 pm until 4:30 pm 

Celebrating 

The Centenary of Louis Armstrong’s first recordings under his own name 
with his Hot Five band in November 1925. 

The fiftieth anniversary of the two-trumpet Tom Baker’s San Francisco 
Jazz Band’s first sensational public performances at the Australian Jazz 
Convention in Balmain in December 1975. 

The eightieth anniversary of the two-clarinet Dutch Swing College 

Band’s formation in May 1945. This world-famous band is still going 

strong today. 

The Hotel will play recorded music of these bands from 11:30 am until 

the live music starts. 

The Freeway hotel will provide the bus shuttle 

service from at Artarmon Station from 12:00 

noon 

Dance Contest: 

Take part in the dance contest (to some fast pre-

recorded tunes from all three bands during the sec-

ond interval) with the prizes for the first three place-

getters being free SJC membership for one year plus 

a CD and DVD of Tom Baker’s Chicago Seven jazz 

band 

Dress up in formal, or vintage, or roar-

ing 20s gear and win a choice of a CD or 

DVD of Tom Baker’s Chicago Seven jazz 

band.  

Tickets will be available on-line for $19.20 (includes a pro-

cessing fee) or $20 at the door (cash only) but only 110 tick-

ets are available so purchase tickets on-line.  Sydney Jazz 

Club will send an email to members when tickets go on sale.  

Also see Sydney Jazz Club on Facebook 

Sydney Jazz Club Art Work and Logos 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/143636546364661
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Disclaimer: Neither the Editor nor Directors of the Sydney Jazz Club are responsible for the opinions expressed in this Newsletter other than 
their own. All material is copyright and may be reproduced providing the source and originator are acknowledged. 

Sydney Jazz Club Committee 
 
President:                                                Ian McAllister 
Vice-President & Special Functions:   
Treasurer & Bands Coordinator:        Mary Armstrong 
Membership Secretary:                       Greg Ghavalas  
 

 
Secretary:    Caroline McAllister  
Publicity and Marketing:   Dennis Harris 
Newsletter Editor:   Dennis Harris 
Web site and FaceBook Admin:  Dennis Harris and 
     Margaret Margennis 
The Gig Guide is prepared by  Hugo Pfandler 

Postal Address: Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd. 
                              P.O. Box 186, Broadway, NSW 2007 
Email Address: sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au 
 
Website:  www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au 
 

Telephone:  0426 632 138.  

Banking details: forward payments to:  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd., St. George Bank    

           BSB: 112879  Acct No: 039622683 

Please clearly note your name (and member number if possi-

ble) and ask for advice of payment to be forwarded to:  

 admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au 

www.illawarrajazzclub.com  
Weekly Jazz Sessions held every Saturday at:  

Bar67, Collegians Woolongong 
 Illawarra Leagues Club Church Street, Wollongong  

Music from 2pm – 5pm (doors open 1pm) Admission to 
each band is $10* – pay at the door!   
 Illawarra Jazz Club |book  for details.   

 
1st November: Chasing the Moon 

 8th November: Ella’s Holiday  
15th November: Bootsie Booth’s 4 Piece Trio  

22nd November: The Blue Lounge with Pat Powell  
29th November: Kerrie Sweeney Jazz & Blues Band  

 
Sun 02/11/2025   

The Tuggerah Lakes 
Show Band  

 

 

Stephen Washington 

Lord Dudley Hotel 

Sundays, 4-7pm  

First floor in The 

Guinness Room.  

Unity Hall Hotel, Bal-

main, 3 pm to 6 pm  

 
 
 
 
 

NEWCASTLE & HUNTER JAZZ CLUB INC  
 

Jazz Relics 
30 November 2025, 2:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
Wallsend Diggers Club, 5 Tyrrell St, Wallsend 

NSW 2287, Australia 

6:30 pm 

Rhythm Capital Jazz Band 

 Sunday 9 November 1 pm. 

Canberra Southern Cross Club Lounge. 

mailto:sydneyjazzclub@tpg.com.au
http://www.sydneyjazzclub.org.au
mailto:admin@sydneyjazzclub.org.au
http://www.illawarrajazzclub.com
https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraJazzClub/events/?id=100064900501410&sk=events
https://www.jazzleague.net/events/tnn9qw5wh86hihp2p6jb0h1n8mind3-6n8sj-kkcnt
https://botanyviewhotel.com.au/
https://www.unityhallhotel.com.au/about-1
https://www.newcastlejazz.com.au/
https://www.canberrajazzclub.com/
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AUSTRALIA DAY 2026 

SYDNEY HARBOUR JAZZ CRUISE 

Monday 26th January 2026 from 12.00 noon-3.00pm. 

Leaves King St. Wharf No. 9 at 12.00 noon promptly  

Jazz Entertainment by  

“Robbie Mann Jazz Band” 
 

BYO your own lunch (food only), NO BYO ALCOHOL  

(Drinks can be purchased aboard).  

 

Tables will be allocated for all ticket holders.  

You can reserve your own table of up to 10 for you and your friends if you wish to book together, otherwise we will reserve 
a seat for you with other jazz enthusiasts.    

Bookings are essential and tickets are limited.  

 Ticket Pricing: - $70 for SJC members, $95 for all others.  

 

There is a Ticket Order form on the next page, or you can download a form  at  

Australia Day 2026 – Sydney Jazz Club  

Fill it in with details of you and your guests and post it to us at  

Sydney Jazz Club Co-op Ltd, PO Box 186, Broadway NSW, 2007.   

You can include a cheque or pay by bank transfer to 

Sydney Jazz Club, St. George Bank; BSB 112879; Accnt.No.039622683 

A self addressed and stamped envelope would help us return your tickets. 

 

There is an electronic form on that web page above you can use to order tickets. 

 

 

Phone Ian on 0426 632 138  or Any SJC Committee Member for more details. 

Thee 2026 SJC Australia Day cruise ship is once again the MV Bella Vista, with seating on one level for all 
patrons with the band, yet with room upstairs and on surrounding decks for those who want to move 

around and take in the harbour as it glides by and view the many activities on the magnificent Sydney Har-
bour on Australia Day.  

https://sydneyjazzclub.org.au/australia-day-2026-3/
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